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INTRODUCTIONS
IDOT

PAC MEMBERS

CONSULTANT TEAM

Kimley-Horn

The Aviation Planning Group (AGP)



1. Purpose and Role of PAC
2. Project Overview
3. Phase I Tasks
4. Lunch!
5. Opportunities and 

Threats Activity

6. Phase II Tasks
7. Phase III Tasks
8. Recommendations 

Activity
9. Phase IV Tasks
10. What's Next?
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AGENDA



PURPOSE AND 
ROLE OF THE PAC
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ROLE OF PAC



PROJECT OVERVIEW



To recognize and prioritize existing and 
near-term AAM opportunities from an 

infrastructure, airspace, and 
IDOT policy perspective
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PROJECT PURPOSE
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System 

Plan
Aviation 
System 
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PROJECT PURPOSE



1. Designing facilities or dictating location
2. Not developing flight corridors
3. Not making policy mandates
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WHAT THIS IS NOT...
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PROJECT PROCESS



PHASE I
SYSTEM VISION AND GOALS
DEFINITION OF SYSTEM
OPPORTUNITIES AND THREATS



Transforming Illinois into a global leader in advanced air mobility, 
where cutting-edge technologies seamlessly integrate with existing 
transportation systems to revolutionize mobility, enhance economic 

growth, and improve quality of life for all residents.
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A VISION FOR AAM IN ILLINOIS…
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PROJECT GOALS
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ILLINOIS AIRPORT SYSTEM
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ILLINOIS AAM SYSTEM



BREAK (LUNCH)



Opportunities and Threats

BREAKOUT ACTIVITY
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Existing aviation infrastructure

Enhanced mobility

De-carbonization and sustainability initiatives

Noise
Airspace Density and Congestion Battery Waste

Public Acceptance

Privacy

Land Use

OPPORTUNITIES AND THREATS



PHASE II
ACTIVITY FORECASTS
AIRSPACE INTEGRATION



 Research and compile aviation 
industry forecasts
• OEM Production Forecasts
• Aviation Week Forecasts
• FAA Aerospace Forecasts
• ACRP Synthesis 130
• Others
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ACTIVITY FORECASTS
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AIRSPACE INTEGRATION
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AIRSPACE INTEGRATION



PHASE III
IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK
RECOMMENDATION FRAMEWORK



 Evaluate and document future vertiport locations, focusing on 
existing aviation facilities in Illinois

 Evaluate near-term AAM opportunities
oArcher Shuttle
oBETA charging stations
oOthers

 Evaluate non-Chicago opportunities
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IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK
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PRELIMINARY AAM SYSTEM CRITERIA
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LOCATION

IL33 located at a resource center

5IS8 located at a hospital
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EXPANSION POTENTIAL
Legend
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POPULATION WITHIN A DRIVE TIME

VERTIPORT CHICAGO
295,000+ (30-min.)

INGERSOLL HELIPORT
376,000+ (30-min.)



30

PROXIMITY TO CBD

30+ miles from Bolingbrook Int’l to Chicago CBD



What other criteria should be considered for a 
data-driven analysis to identify most viable, 

near-term AAM locations?
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GROUP DISCUSSION



Recommendations

BREAKOUT ACTIVITY
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RECOMMENDATIONS FRAMEWORK
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PHASE IV
TECHNICAL REPORT
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY BROCHURE
SAMPLE VERTIPORT REPORTS
3D AIRSPACE STATIC & DYNAMIC MODELS
PROJECT POSTER
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DELIVERABLES

TECHINCAL REPORT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
BROCHURE

SAMPLE VERTIPORT 
REPORTS

PROJECT POSTER 3D AIRSPACE STATIC & 
DYNAMIC MODELS



 Document feedback obtained from PAC meeting
 Distribute 2nd PAC survey to include a visioning exercise
 Submit draft documentation to PAC for review
 Incorporate PAC feedback into future analyses
 Schedule PAC Meeting #2
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WHAT’S NEXT?



BJ Murray
Section Chief, Aviation & Marine 
Transportation Program Planning
Illinois Department of Transportation
Office of Planning & Programming

(217) 782-4118
BJ.Murray@Illinois.gov

Tom Gibson, C.M.
Kimley-Horn

(703) 674-1367
Thomas.Gibson@kimley-horn.com

THANK YOU!
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