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PROJECT GOALS



Completed
 Chapter 1 – Defining the 

System
 Chapter 2 – AAM Industry 

Forecast Analysis 
 Chapter 3 – Opportunities 

and Threats
 Chapter 4 – Airspace 

Integration
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Thank you, PAC Members!



Chapter 1 – Defining the System
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Areas of Focus:
• Chicago Metropolitan
• Greater St. Louis Metropolitan

• Includes St. Louis heliports 
within Missouri

Facility Type Number of Facilities

IASP Facilities 85

Illinois Heliports 241

PR/PU in Illinois 16

St. Louis Heliports 10

Total 352



Chapter 2 – AAM Industry Forecast Analysis 
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 Use Cases
 Research and compile aviation 

industry forecasts
• OEM Production Forecasts
• Aviation Week Forecasts
• FAA Aerospace Forecasts
• ACRP Synthesis 130
• Others



Chapter 3 – Opportunities and Threats
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Airspace Integration



Chapter 4 - Airspace Integration
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Assess various airspace 
considerations

Develop two unique 
corridors, each with their 

own drawbacks and 
benefits

Delivering a 3D Rendered 
video of local airspace to 

identify issues

PURPOSE METHODOLOGY Deliverable
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Airspace Analysis
 Purpose

• Demonstrating RAM near Chicagoland
 Deliverables

• Chapter 4. Airspace Analysis
• 3D Dynamic Video

• Both were posted to website
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Corridor Video
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Major Challenges
 Limited airspace capacity
 Lack of modernization
 Regional variation
 ATC workforce
 Communication with eVTOLs
 Safety impacts on ground
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Recommendations 
Framework



Recommendations Framework
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AAM Infrastructure 
and Zoning

Airspace and Safety

Public Education and 
Community Engagement

System Planning and 
Access

Workforce Development
PAC 

Recommendation



AAM Infrastructure and Zoning 
Recommendations
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Recommendation Actionable Steps

Improve aviation facility 
electrification

Infrastructure and technology assessment 
Operational and environmental impact  
Economic and policy considerations 
Implementation and stakeholder engagement 

Develop a statewide land use 
plan that includes zoning and 
ordinance guidelines for local 
governments

Engaging communities  
Publishing statewide zoning guidelines 
Providing technical guidance 
Illustrating approval processes 

Evaluate and amend project 
prioritization

Incorporating AAM-related priorities in the IASP and expanding state funding 
eligibility for AAM infrastructure
Develop a project management tool that provides real-time tracking of 
anticipated funding needs



Airspace and Safety 
Recommendations
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Recommendation Actionable Steps

Coordinate with local first responders on fire safety to 
account for electric aircraft

Develop educational materials

Conduct training programs

Provide funding and resources

Conduct an Illinois statewide review 
of non-aviation public assets

Comprehensive asset inventory

Statewide land use plan

Develop a statewide obstruction study

Data collection & mapping 

Airport & airspace analysis 

Risk assessment & mitigation strategies 
Future planning & development guidelines 



Public Education & Community 
Engagement Recommendations
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Recommendation Actionable Steps

Develop an Illinois AAM Public Education and 
Acceptance Guidebook

AAM frequently asked questions (FAQ) document 
AAM brochure
Website and digital resources 

Evaluate and identify additional Illinois 
AAM use cases

Perform further analysis and research of real-world 
AAM operator use cases.



System Planning and Access 
Recommendation
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Recommendation Actionable Steps

Update state aviation fund revenues to include tax 
revenue from electrical utilities 

Determine feasibility 
Conduct economic research 

Incorporate AAM into Illinois’ Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP)

Inclusion in the 2024 LRTP 
Goals for 2029 



Workforce Development 
Recommendations
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Recommendation Actionable Steps

Establish or encourage education programs that can 
support AAM

Formalize and expand academic partnerships

Promote state-supported research and 
development (R&D) 

Creating an AAM Manager position within IDOT 
Aeronautics Hire an AAM professional
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Sample Vertiport Report
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Next Steps



Next Steps
 Finalize Chapter 5 – 

Recommendations Framework
 Consolidate Technical Report
 Develop remaining two 

Vertiport Reports
 Finalize Executive Summary 

Brochure
 Develop Project Poster
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Thank You PAC Members! 
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OEMs 
(Original Equipment 

Manufacturers)
St. Louis - East-West Gateway 

Council of Governments
Private AAM Infrastructure 

Companies

FAA 
(Federal Aviation Administration) Future Users Academic Organizations

IDOT 
(Illinois Department of Transportation)

St. Louis Bi-State 
Development

CAMI 
(Community Air Mobility Initiative)

MPOs 
(Metropolitan Planning Organizations) Chicago Transit Authority AUVSI (Association for Unmanned 

Vehicle Systems International)

Illinois Vertiport & Airports Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity



BJ Murray
Section Chief, Aviation & Marine 
Transportation Program Planning
Illinois Department of Transportation
Office of Planning & Programming
    (217) 782-4118
    BJ.Murray@Illinois.gov

Tom Gibson, C.M.
Kimley-Horn
    (703) 674-1367
    Thomas.Gibson@kimley-horn.com

Contact Us!
Visit our project website:

ilaviation.com
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